
Tena koutou katoa whānau. Nau mai, haere mai ki te Hata Meri Hōhepa - te Kura Katorika o
Papamoa. It has been a wonderful term of learning so far as we explore our concepts ‘Weaving our
World’ through the overarching values of creativity and collaboration. I am incredibly proud of our
tamariki and their many achievements across the curriculum including their academic learning,
spiritual growth and in the sporting arena. At Suzanne Aubert, our learners demonstrate such
courage and commitment to give everything a go and make the most of all opportunities presented
to them. This term it has included:

Writing  and presenting informative, persuasive and thought provoking speeches for their
classmates
Working collaboratively to create engaging games and sports as part of our integrated inquiry
The excellence and achievement of our winter sports teams with a special mention to our Year 6
Netball, Year 4 Basketball and Year 2-4 Gymnastics teams
The courage and creativity of our learners who performed at the Aubert’s Got Talent and local
interschool Papamoa’s Got Talent competitions
Collaboratively creating beautiful and sacred prayer spaces for their classes

It was also very special to celebrate the blessing and opening of our Orchard Grove this week. I was
very proud to see so many generations connecting together to plant their fruit trees for future
generations. It is great way to leave a legacy, become part of history in our learning community and
demonstrate a sense of kaitiakitanga for God’s creation. One of our learners even had her 92 year old
Oma attending! Thank you to Nina and the PiPS team and all whānau who donated trees - we are
incredibly grateful and really appreciate your support.

As you will be aware, I am away from school for the next 3 weeks participating in an international
Study Tour alongside Mr Piermarini and other local school leaders and will be travelling to Australia,
Dubai and England. We will be visiting other schools and exploring concepts such as innovative
practice, structured literacy and maths, educational leadership and school culture. We look forward
to this exciting professional learning opportunity and the value it will add to our Suzanne Aubert
learning community in the future. I look forward to connecting with you all when I return!
In the meantime, please enjoy this panui of highlights from our term so far.
Ngā mihi nui, Anthony Mills (Principal - Tumuaki)

Message from our Tumuaki FRIDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER



HAERE MAI TO OUR NEW LEARNERS 
At the start of term 3 we welcomed seven new learners into our Suzanne Aubert Whānau.  Joining
our new entrants in Whānau Pachoud and Whānau Cartwright are Isabel, Cian, Pedro, Gwen, Remy
and Reagan.  We are also excited to have Sadie joining Whānau Newlands in Year 4. Sadie’s cousin
Lucy is in Whānau Swart-Mills and she joins us from Golden Sands. Welcome to the Aubert Family
tamariki!

Alessandra Sienna

What a fantastic night it was! After a term of preparation, including giving up Tuesday lunchtimes
and Thursday mornings, our choir took the stage at Baycourt Theatre on Monday, August 26th. We
performed alongside choirs from Greerton Village, Pahoia, St Mary’s Tauranga, and Bethlehem
Primary Schools. Accompanied by a professional band featuring bass guitar, drums, and grand piano,
and conducted by Mr. Jeremy Hantler, the concert was a remarkable experience. This year’s theme
was "Songs From Disney Movies," and our students worked hard to memorize the lyrics and two-part
harmonies for all thirteen songs. Their dedication truly paid off, as the next morning brought
beaming smiles and eagerness to do it all again next year! I even heard some say, “It was the best day
of our lives!” Congratulations to everyone for an outstanding performance!

TAURANGA PRIMARY SCHOOL’S MUSIC FESTIVAL



We were truly blessed with a beautiful spring day for our Orchard Planting On 4 September.  It was a
wonderful occasion where our school community gathered together for a blessing of the orchard
grove and fruit trees, before our families who had sponsored a tree planted them. Our orchard was
designed by Nina, the team from PIPS and our learners to create a space to grow fruit for our school
community. We are grateful to all those who helped make this possible:

Nina, Clare and the team at PiPs for designing and managing the orchard grove

Tropicana and Palmers Bethlehem for providing the beautiful fruit  trees

Les our caretaker and our year 5-6 Kaiarahi who helped design, dig holes and prepare the

area for planting

Father Eamon for leading the blessing of our orchard grove with holy water

All our school families who have generously sponsored fruit trees for the orchard grove (we

also acknowledge those families who are eager to sponsor a tree for stage 2 of the grove)

Bob Gillon for kindly chopping a log of Manuka into 40 little plaques for us to engrave with

the sponsors name for each of our trees

Deearn Strawbridge and Kate Magill for taking photos of the celebration. 
We feel so lucky to have such a supportive school community and look forward to watching the
trees grow and bear fruit for future generations.   #Connected #Creative #Collaborative

ORCHARD GROVE - TREE PLANTING



 What an amazing night at Papamoa's Got Talent!  Our students shone brightly last night, and we
couldn't be prouder! 

Mikey wowed everyone with his solo singing performance and took home 3rd place overall! 
Thea dazzled with her solo jazz dance and received the Emerging & Upcoming Talent Award! 
Maddy impressed the judges with her hula hoop dance, earning the Most Creative Act Award! 
Manaia did incredibly well in her solo contemporary dance and truly impressed the judges! 

PAPAMOA’S GOT TALENT

A huge shoutout to these learners for their incredible performances. All of
our acts were truly outstanding!

A big thank you to the whānau for your support in getting them to
rehearsals and helping them prepare for their big night. We also want to
extend our gratitude to the community for coming along to support our
talented students..  Well done, everyone 
#connected #creative

On Friday Te Puke Gymsport held its Annual Primary Schools Gymnastics Festival. The competition
is open to all schools in the Tauranga region, and it was our first year competing with seven of
Suzanne Aubert’s finest young gymnasts.

Our Yr 2-4 team came away with 1st place! Congratulations to Esmee, Lucy, Isla, Ella and Arden. We
also did well in the individual placings with Esmee coming 2nd overall, Lucy 4th and Isla 5th.  
Ryland and Izzy did an amazing job competing in the year 5-6 category, with Ryland coming 6th
overall.

The team did incredibly well and can all be very proud of themselves. They learnt their routines in
less than a month with only a handful of practices and competed with confidence, style and grace.
It was a great day and we will definitely be back next year!

PRIMARY SCHOOL’S GYMNASTIC FESTIVAL 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/connected?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZUsk3FcaRDkvgu7dATfMTM6LZd4GRXrAIQBNEqvk4Hh3JdOI6B8xj_9hJrqYQPjnwgXQsUxR505fHbkWM1pTDiI109ZEmekJTUWEG6bTwBV_D7pvqRzU_Vn9hRdvEOKktH36CcOdQzgBjAZhXCIoNz3JnS0bE1vizG6Ryl0DDcv7hsYoYRtTEdpH6FdznVwjMLH9pC5iv8VH9Qn8xb_dwtVZkf6X38iJqFIZ1koRpn9tQ&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/creative?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZUsk3FcaRDkvgu7dATfMTM6LZd4GRXrAIQBNEqvk4Hh3JdOI6B8xj_9hJrqYQPjnwgXQsUxR505fHbkWM1pTDiI109ZEmekJTUWEG6bTwBV_D7pvqRzU_Vn9hRdvEOKktH36CcOdQzgBjAZhXCIoNz3JnS0bE1vizG6Ryl0DDcv7hsYoYRtTEdpH6FdznVwjMLH9pC5iv8VH9Qn8xb_dwtVZkf6X38iJqFIZ1koRpn9tQ&__tn__=*NK-R


AUBERT KIDSAUBERT KIDS
Congratulations to our recent Aubert Kid Award winners.   These learners have demonstrated our 7
C's (Principles for Living and Learning) in their learning and friendships. Kia kaha tamariki!

L - R: Ella, Quinn, Gwen And Charlie

Domenico Benji Ethan

Adam Jacob

Aubert Kid
Morning Tea

Our Tamariki who have
received Aubert Kid
awards overthe past five
weeks were invited to
enjoy morning tea in the
staff-room with our staff
on Friday.  It is definitely
worth living up to our 7 Cs
- Christlike, Courageous,
Curious, Compassionate,
Creative and Connected. 



Congratulations to Marcus who
participated in a Chess tournament in
Hamilton over the weekend. Marcus won
first place in the “Knights Division .“ Kua
pai te mahi.

CELEBRATIONS

Congratulations to Jacob also who
received the award for Defender of the
Year 2024 for his under 10's Papamoa
rugby team this weekend. 

INTERNATIONAL STUDY TOUR
At the end of this term, Mr Mills and Mr
Piermarini will be travelling overseas on an
international study tour along with a group of
Principals and Deputy Principals from 8 local
schools. They will both be travelling to Gold
Coast, Australia on 7 September and Mr
Piermarini will return on 15 September. Mr Mills
will then continue to travel along with the
Principals group to Dubai and the UK. He will
return on 27 September (last day of term). The
focus of the study tour is to explore the
pedagogies, innovative practice, learning
culture, educational leadership and operations
of a wide variety of high performing schools
based in Australia  and England. This tour is
funded by the Ministry of Education who
recently awarded Principals across New Zealand
additional funding for professional learning and
wellbeing. Please note that during week 8 while
both Mr Mills and Mr Piermarini are away from
school, Ms Waddel will be in the Acting Principal
role. During week 9-10, Mr Piermarini will then
take up the responsibility of Acting Principal
while Mr Mills is still away. Please direct any
correspondence during this period to Ms
Waddel and Mr Piermarini accordingly.



WEAVING OUR WORLD 
As part of our term 3 learning concept "Weaving Our World," our learners in Hikurangi had a visit
from a group of the ladies from the Te Puke and Mount Maunganui Creative Fibre groups. Our
tamariki learned lots of interesting facts about weaving and were able to see some woven
baskets, clothes and a number of different types of looms. We learned that many different fibres
can be woven, including those from sheep, goats, rabbits and silk worms. Interestingly we were
also told that it is possible to weave milk! The children then had a turn at weaving themselves.
Such a fantastic learning opportunity. #Creative #Collaborative #Connected

SPEECH FINALS
Congratulations to our speech finalists who performed their speeches this morning. Our year 5
finalists were Xavier, Izzy, and Imogen and our year 6 finalists were Nelle, Manaia, Sayla, Domenico
and Lewis. Well done to Sayla who placed first with her speech about "Saying Sorry." Domenico
was a very close second talking about "Why Dyslexia is a Super Power" and in third place was
Xavier with his speech "How to give disadvantaged Kiwis a better life." Sayla will go on to represent
Suzanne Aubert Catholic School in the year 6 category at the Papamoa Speech clusters and Xavier
will compete in the year 5 category. A big thank you to Lorraine Mooney and Kevin Piermarini for
judging the competition. #Creative #Courageous

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/creative?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZX5lRZ4IjcNkaYNNv4gXJRgw73vj8rto9vfWxP6sDyIUvQE5n0ajEJuIg0GZ3HcTkYauVAVRpojYOYTvBs2GIVW6RtLI4bvK4CqK13K1RsCjGLQcXH1Wre8h2oMv6XK7JIwS0qGPeQubXdUE4Kuv9UKnYcPhmyEV_3Mw0GIqiXDThA8KBqzzAt9wTUJCLtaPHzBLeZQZdJV54hJVltyDFE0&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/collaborative?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZX5lRZ4IjcNkaYNNv4gXJRgw73vj8rto9vfWxP6sDyIUvQE5n0ajEJuIg0GZ3HcTkYauVAVRpojYOYTvBs2GIVW6RtLI4bvK4CqK13K1RsCjGLQcXH1Wre8h2oMv6XK7JIwS0qGPeQubXdUE4Kuv9UKnYcPhmyEV_3Mw0GIqiXDThA8KBqzzAt9wTUJCLtaPHzBLeZQZdJV54hJVltyDFE0&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/connected?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZX5lRZ4IjcNkaYNNv4gXJRgw73vj8rto9vfWxP6sDyIUvQE5n0ajEJuIg0GZ3HcTkYauVAVRpojYOYTvBs2GIVW6RtLI4bvK4CqK13K1RsCjGLQcXH1Wre8h2oMv6XK7JIwS0qGPeQubXdUE4Kuv9UKnYcPhmyEV_3Mw0GIqiXDThA8KBqzzAt9wTUJCLtaPHzBLeZQZdJV54hJVltyDFE0&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/creative?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZXXXXvBJjkv2yxx8HCY-n_eYKkJDoql-kVNtS3Pyx92UbjmbBHH1iBEAXbknGsOQEF020-m-MQmYJxXDgSqqndITaQA_4tbZcSd0LpW_ojWWw8WAV-y9uzNrL26CDrFk8U4pFxXBlJGcmPdEEimR-2vvnqFQjuSRrQCVw4odFDyCA&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/courageous?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZXXXXvBJjkv2yxx8HCY-n_eYKkJDoql-kVNtS3Pyx92UbjmbBHH1iBEAXbknGsOQEF020-m-MQmYJxXDgSqqndITaQA_4tbZcSd0LpW_ojWWw8WAV-y9uzNrL26CDrFk8U4pFxXBlJGcmPdEEimR-2vvnqFQjuSRrQCVw4odFDyCA&__tn__=*NK-R


Special Catholic Character
A Message from our Director of Religious Studies

DRS Term Wrap-up and 
Service September

As I wrap up another fantastic term as DRS, we're
thrilled to share the amazing growth and
accomplishments of our learners. From
academic achievements to personal
development, our students have truly excelled.

As we head into Service September, we
encourage all learners to bring in non-perishable
food items, care products, and toiletries to
contribute to our community outreach efforts.
Let's show our support for those in need and
make a positive impact on our community.

RCIC Program: 
A Path to Catholic Faith

If your child is interested in taking their first Holy
Communion or becoming Catholic, the RCIC
(Rite of Christian Initiation for Children) program
will begin next year during Lent and continue
throughout the year. This program provides a
comprehensive journey of faith formation,
guiding children and their families towards a
deeper understanding and appreciation of
Catholic beliefs and practices.

If you're interested in enrolling your child in the
RCIC program, please feel free to come and
speak with me. I'd be happy to provide more
information and answer any questions you may
have.

October: The Month of Mary
In October, we celebrate the significance of
Mary, the mother of Jesus. Mary's role in
Christian faith is profound, as she is revered for
her unwavering faith, humility, and
compassion. Let us reflect on Mary's example
and strive to emulate her virtues in our own
lives.



Over the past two weeks, our Kura has been lucky to have  Dianne
Porter, the Religious Advisor for Catholic Schools in our Diocese,
spending time in our learning hubs. Dianne shared her precious
taonga and taught our children about creating meaningful prayer
spaces using objects, colours, and symbols. The children
thoroughly enjoyed learning this new and creative way to pray.
We are incredibly grateful for Dianne’s wisdom and presence in
our school community 

#Christlike #Connected #Collaborative

PRAYER SPACES



SPORTS UPDATE 
PAPAMOA CLUSTER WINTER SPORTS TOURNAMENT

The Papamoa Cluster Winter Sports tournament was held on Friday 23 August at various locations
around the Te Puke / Papamoa area.  Our Year 5 - 6 tamariki all had the opportunity to compete in a
number of different sporting codes against the other local Papamoa primary schools - Tahatai,
Papamoa Golden Sands and Te Manawa O  Papamoa.   The sports on offer included netball, Rippa
Rugby, basketball and football with all teams having to be mixed girls and boys.  The teams had a
mixed bag of results with some wins some losses and a couple of draws. The highlight was our Year 5
Netball team winning the Year 5 competition.

A talented group of students represented
our school on Wednesday at the Bay of
Plenty Interschools Chess competition. It
was an intense day! Their strategic thinking,
focus and sportsmanship shone brightly as
they matched their wits against players
from 22 other schools across the region.  A
huge congratulations to each student who
participated. Your enthusiasm & teamwork
were commendable. A highlight was our A
team finishing in 7th place (our of 23 teams).
A special thank you to our parents for taking
us across to the Greerton Community Hall
and for your support and encouragement.

BAY OF PLENTY INTERSCHOOLS CHESS COMPETITION



AQUATIC SURVIVAL
SKILLS

Our Year 5 & 6 tamariki were fortunate
to take part in the Aquatic Survival Skills
programme. This included 3 in-class
theory lessons and a practical lesson at
Fulton Swim School. Our learners learnt
so much through this programme and
enjoyed every moment spent with the
amazing instructors. 

SPORTS UPDATE 

SPORTING HIGHLIGHTS 
Our Year 4 basketball team, the SACS Lakers have had a
tremendous season culminating in a dominant win in the Grand
Final defeating St Marys 18-2.  The boys have all worked hard on
their skills in only their second year of playing basketball. To put
their improvement in perspective, in our first ever game in 2023
the core group of players in our squad experienced a deflating 22-2
defeat, fast forward 12 months on, these boys win our first
silverware on the exact same court. The win is a by product of the parents love, support and sacrifice to
ensure their child is ready each week of the season which made
the coaching (Sa) and managing roles (Jan) so much easier. The
boys demonstrated the schools key principles of "Christ-like",
"Compassion", "Connected" and "Collaborative "  to play a
complete team ball game and the hard work and dedication to
improve each week paid off.

Our Year 6 Netball team, the
SACS Magic,  also finished the
season on a high being
awarded Runner Up in their
division. The girls were
presented with a trophy that is
now proudly displayed in our
school reception area.  



CARITAS YCC DAY - PYJAMA PARTY!

The Olympics 
Alyssa Chooi (Year 2)

On Saturday I was training for the Olympics, I was running my
heart out.  Then I went to bed. The next day, I was jumping up and
down. I was exhausted. I was waiting for a call. Ring ring. Oh
it’s....my mum (sigh). “Hi, did you get the call?” “No!” I said in an
angry voice, I hung up.  Ring ring. Oh it's the Olympics.  “Hi, I think
you’re excited.” “Oh yes I am.” “You got.....in for Athletics.”  “Are
you joking.” “No” I screamed. “I’ll start practicing, ok.” 

I went and told my family. I was happy crying. They thought I didn’t
get in. Then there Was a knock. “That was my mum” I told them.
They all went on their iphones and bought their tickets. I’m going
up Papamoa Hills. For 4 hours! 

Aubert Authors!

Disney on Ice
Adelia Mathisen (Year 1)
I went to Disney on Ice. 

I Love Rapunzel.

After that I packed my bag, then I drove to the
airport. My family came too. We said, “we want
to go to Paris, France.” “Ok, how many people?”
“Four” my dad said. “Ok, that will be $500” “I’ll
pay” said my sister. Next we got on the airplane
and then we noticed that we got first class. “Ah,
this is the life” I said.  I put the chair back and
fell asleep. We will be landing soon.  Finally, I
got there! The day has come! I was lane number
4. Three, two, one! After a little while, I got Gold!   



CARITAS YCC DAY - PYJAMA PARTY!

Aubert Authors!

Italy Trip 
by Giulia Bressi (Year 1)

I Hi my name is Giulia and this is my trip to
Italy.  I went with my mum to see my family
members. We went to lots of amazing places.

Slide 1: We saw the Colosseum. This is where
gladiators would fight each other. 

Slide 2: This is the Trevi Fountain. If you throw
a coin backwards over your shoulder and into
the water, you will get a wish but if you throw it
forwards you will not get a wish. 

Slide 3: This is a picture of my
mum’s sister at a 
beach. 

The food in Italy is delicious.

Describing the Setting in a Story Starter
Katie Dunne (Year 6)

One look in and I was blinded. The classroom
filled with colour, Flags on the windows. Work
on the walls. Desks and chairs spread in the
middle. Wind on my face. Cold, but refreshing.
“Welcome to my class” says the teacher
sitting at the front.  I think I am going to love
it here. 



The AubertThe Aubert
WHĀNAU GroupWHĀNAU Group

CHRONICLES OF TIME TRIVIA NIGHT 

Our Chronicles of Time Quiz night was a great success complete with quizzing, games, nibbles and
loads of laughs.  Attendees all came dressed as an era in time, with a variety of eras covered off,
including Elizabethan times, the eighties, sixties and even a table of masked and covered up  
medical professionals from recent Covid times.   Congratulations to Stu who was awarded best
dressed, arriving looking like he had come straight from Woodstock. 

The Aubert Whānau Group appreciate the support from our school parents and the wider
community and would like to extend a special thanks to a few individuals who contributed not only
on the night but also in the lead-up to the event:

A huge shoutout to Papamoa Tasman Holiday Park for providing a spectacular venue and
being so accommodating.
Cons Kleanthous, for stepping in as quiz master at the last minute and smashing it out of the
park.
Pete Harrington, for handling the introductions.
Paul Nalder, for managing the AV and doing the slides.
Jordan Seivwright from Eves Real Estate, for conducting the live auctions and bringing an
uplifting atmosphere to the bidding.
Danielle & James Harris, for organizing 

             the bins.

We would also like to express our gratitude
to the incredible sponsors and families who
made generous donations. 

A special mention also goes to the Aubert
Whanau group and the additional parents
who joined the trivia planning team. Your
teamwork and dedication played a
significant role in making the night a
success. Thank you to Kara Smith, Agnès
Peyron, Victoria Dawson, Amber Kedian,
Leroy Strode, Jenè Mathisen, Pip Phillips,
Nikki Guthardt, Rata Campbell, and Sarah
Jory.

Thanks again from all of us:

Sarah Kleanthous 
(Quiz Co-Leader & Platters/Food
Coordinator)
Lisa Nalder 
(Quiz Co-Leader)
Koedee Kitto 
(Team Leader for Auctions and Sponsors)



SCHOOL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
Policies and procedures are important foundation documents to guide governance,
management and operations of a school. At Suzanne Aubert, we use SchoolDocs as a portal
to host these policies & procedures. Our school policies and procedures are available for all to
view.  They can be accessed via School Docs:

1) Click on the link  to School Docs here
2) Search for Suzanne Aubert 
3) Enter the username: suzanneaubert 
4) Enter the password: empower
5) Use the left hand menu or search bar to locate
the policies of interest

Policies Under Review T3 2024:
Employer Responsiblity Policy
Appointment Procedure
Equal Employment Opportunities 
Teacher Relief Cover
Safety Checking
Police Vetting
Classroom Release Time

https://www.schooldocs.co.nz/


FRUIT TREE PLANTING










