
Tena koutou katoa whānau. Nau mai, haere mai ki te Hata Meri Hōhepa - te Kura Katorika o Papamoa.
As we bring Term 2 to a close, I would like to reflect on recent key learning and memorable moments
in the  Suzanne Aubert Catholic School community.

Learning Celebration: It was exciting to see our tamariki share their learning from this term’s
integrated inquiry ‘Nature’s Medicine’ which explored native plants, herbal rongoā and their
properties. Our students demonstrated the school value of curiosity and presented their procedure
writing, creative writing, maths problems, scientific investigations and artwork. We even got to
sample kawakawa tea, kawakawa balm and Matariki soup especially made by the learners!
Glow Disco: We recently hosted our very first school disco in the Pompallier Centre. It was a
wonderful night of singing, dancing and special memories. The learners were dressed in their best
glowing outfits and enjoyed connecting with their friends in a positive celebration. Many thanks to
the sponsors for their support, DJ Aims for providing the beats and the Aubert Whānau Group for
all the organisation.
Cross Country: Earlier in the term we held our annual schoolwide cross country at Wairakei
Reserve. We were very proud of all our learners who demonstrated great courage, determination
and endurance in their races. This event was a positive showcase of school values and the running
skills that the students had been learning through our PE an Health curriculum.
Chilli - Wellbeing Dog: We have been very blessed to have Chilli join the Suzanne Aubert team as
our school wellbeing dog this term. She attends school one day per week and provides a really
positive opportunity for our students to regulate their emotions, reduce anxiety and learn about
the care and welfare of animals. Many thanks to Mrs Zillwood for bringing Chilli along to school and
the team at Coastal Pet Vet for sponsoring her.

Many thanks for your ongoing support of learning and community at Suzanne Aubert Catholic School.
Wishing you all a very blessed and restful term holiday with whānau and friends. 
Ngā mihi nui, Anthony Mills (Principal-Tumuaki)
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HAERE MAI TO OUR NEW LEARNERS 
In week 6 we welcomed 6 new learners to our Suzanne Aubert Whānau.  
Leonardo has joined Whānau Pachoud and Rebecca and Maya have joined
Whānau Gordon - Swart.  We are also delighted to welcome Enzo (year 2) to
Whānau Thornton and Scarlett (year 2) and Noah (Year 5) who have recently
moved down from Auckland and are in Whānau Cartwright and Whānau
Moolman.  Welcome to Suzanne Aubert tamariki! We now have 212 learners
at our kura. 

My name is Ashlee. I grew up in Matamata and first
started my teaching career at St Joseph’s Catholic
School in Morrinsville. I was then lucky enough to be
appointed as a foundation staff member at Suzanne
Aubert for two years. I left to go travelling both Asia
and Europe and taught in London for three years. I
have recently returned home and am so excited to
be rejoining the Suzanne Aubert whanau! 

My teaching strengths include literacy and science
and I particularly enjoy finding creative ways to
bring learning to life for our tamariki.

Outside of school, I love travelling, staying active
through running and hiking, reading, and spending
time with family and friends. My overseas
experiences have given me the opportunity to learn
about different cultures and educational
approaches. 

I am looking forward to reconnecting with and
meeting the students, staff, and wider school
community. 
Ngā mihi,
Ashlee

WELCOME BACK ASHLEE!
After 3½ years of travel and living and teaching in the United Kingdom, we are delighted to
welcome Miss Ashlee McPherson back to our teaching team.  Ashlee was a foundation teacher at
Suzanne Aubert Catholic School and returns to us in term 3 in a fixed-term position teaching our
roll growth New Entrant class. Whānau McPherson will be based in the music room in Mangatawa.
See a message from Ashlee below:

Scarlett Noah



BAY OF PLENTY CROSS COUNTRY CLUSTERS 
We are extremely proud of Harry (Year 6) for his
amazing result at the Bay of Plenty Cross
Country Cluster on Tuesday 30 June.  
Competing against 10 year old runners from
primary schools throughout the Bay of Plenty,
including Rotorua, Whakatane and Tauranga,
Harry crossed the finish line in 3  place earning
his place on the podium.  Such a fantastic result
- congratulations Harry! 

rd

CURRICULUM & REPORTING 2026
As you will be aware, this term we implemented a new framework for
reporting to parents about student progress and achievement. This is
part of a nationwide shift to align with the revised curriculum for
schools across Aotearoa New Zealand. A significant part of this shift is
a new metric for measuring student learning which includes the
following 5 progress descriptors: Emerging, Developing,
Consolidating, Proficient and Exceeding. Your child’s mid-year report
was published on HERO on Friday. Please see the communications
sent on Friday for more details and specific information about these
reports and what they mean for you and your child. This notice also
includes details about how to book a time through HERO for the
upcoming Whānau Learning Conferences next term. Please ensure
you schedule a time with your child’s whānau teacher as this will help
you better understand the mid-year progress report. The dates of the
Whānau Learning Conferences are Tuesday 28th July (1:00-6:30 pm)
and Tuesday 4th August (3:00-6:00 pm).

SCHOOL PRODUCTION 2026
We are very excited to announce that planning is well underway for
our school production ‘The Legacy of Suzanne Aubert’. This
performance will be telling the story of Suzanne Aubert. We believe
this is particularly special this year being the centenary of her
passing. The story will include scenes from significant moments in
her life including her childhood in France, her journey to New
Zealand, her missionary work throughout the regions and her
connections with community. The production will be performed in
the Pompallier Centre over 3 evening shows during Term 4 Week 3
as below. All shows will run from 5:30-7pm:

Tuesday 27th October
Wednesday 28th October
Thursday 29th October 

Please see the notice sent on Friday for more details regarding:
Props and costumes
Sponsorship
Auditions

Note: If your child opted to audition for a main part, please
encourage them to practice their script and/or song over the
holidays so they can be well prepared!



AUBERT KID AWARDS
Congratulations to our recent Aubert Kid Award winners.   These learners have demonstrated our 7
C's School Values in their learning and friendships. Kia kaha tamariki!

Annie, Sofia, Gwen, Gracie Ollie, Harry, Hilaria Kayley, Clay

Jaxson, Harper, Orlando, Noah Luna, Braxton, Riley Oliver, Luke

EzraEsmeEllie, Alyssa, FlorenceEffie, Billie, Eli, Levi

AUBERT KID
MORNING TEA

On Friday morning, we held our
latest Aubert Kid Morning Tea where
our learners  joined the staff for
morning tea in the staffroom.  These
learners have all been showing our
7Cs in their learning and friendship.  



WELCOME TO SUZANNE AUBERT CHILLI! 
This term, we are very excited to welcome a special new member to our school family
— our therapy wellbeing dog, Chilli!   Chilli is Mrs Zillwood’s family pet.  She is an 8
year old Bichon-Cavoodle who has been a Wellbeing / Therapy dog at other schools.  
Chilli is at school in the Mangatawa hub every Thursday and our learners have
absolutely loved having her there.  

We would like to thank Justin Badenhorst and Coastal Pet Vet Papamoa who have
generously offered to sponsor Chilli, supporting her medical and healthcare.  This
sponsorship will help us provide this wonderful resource for our students' well-being,
emotional regulation and learning.

Friday 31 July 2026

11am on Friday 31 July 2026

TEACHER ONLY DAY - FRIDAY 4 SEPTEMBER
Please be aware that we will be having a Teacher Only Day on Friday 4 September for our teachers

to continue professional learning in the revised curriculum. School will be closed on this day.



What an incredible term it has been! As we wrap up and look back, our hearts are absolutely full. Our
students have shown what it truly means to live out our faith, bringing joy, kindness, and a bit of cozy
fun to our school community.  Following are some of the shining moments from this term:

Celebrating a Legacy: Suzanne Aubert’s 191st Birthday!
This term, we paused to celebrate and remember the incredible Suzanne Aubert. It has been 100
years since she passed away, and this year she would have been 191!   To make the occasion even
more special, we received a beautiful letter from the Sisters of Compassion. They asked our children
a wonderful question: What have you learned from Suzanne Aubert about compassion, how can you
show it to others, and how have others shown it to you? The responses from our students were
profoundly moving, full of insight, love, and genuine empathy.  Two examples of  our students’ letters
are below.  These very letters are being sent straight to the Home of Compassion to be added to the
archives and preserved in the Suzanne Aubert Memorial Museum. What a special opportunity!

Home of Compassion
June 23 2026

Dear Home of Compassion

Suzanne Aubert was truly an amazing woman. She showed all of
our 7C’s perfectly, like Compassion, Courage, Collaborative,
Creative, Christ-Like, Connected, Curiosity.  Our school is proud to
be here and teach people about her. Many people in my life
constantly teach me to be kind like my whānau, friends, family, and
even strangers.

When I think of compassion, I feel like it is walking in the footsteps
of Jesus. What would be the how? True kindness doesn’t have to
be forced or be too grand. Random acts of kindness can be in any
way. Giving a compliment to anyone, giving a helping hand like
asking the teachers if they need any help. To me, kindness is
everywhere. If you’re kind to someone it might make their day a
little brighter! 

Whenever someone shows me an unexpected act of compassion
it makes me feel warm and happy. This is exactly why I chose to
attend this school, to be like Jesus, to be Christ-like, set a positive
example, and offer those who are struggling with ever lasting love
and kindness.

With lots of aroha and respect, Claudia Vergara

Special Catholic Character
A Message from our Director of Religious Studies

Amie-Lee Mills

🌟 Term Highlights 🌟
Compassion, PJs, and Making a Difference! 

PJs, Teddies, and Big Hearts: YCC Day!
Next up was YCC (Young Catholics Care) Day, and let’s just say compliance with the uniform policy was
very relaxed that day! We had an absolute blast dressing up in our coziest pyjamas and bringing our
favourite soft friends along for the ride. But behind the fluffy slippers and teddy bears was a powerful
mission. The gold coin donations we collected are going toward a fantastic cause. This year, we are
standing in solidarity with Takuilau College in Tonga.



We are helping them transform their music room with much-needed equipment, including:

🥁 Musical instruments
🪑 Chairs
🖨️ Printers, and more!

This brand-new space will give the students of Takuilau College the room to practice, create, and bring
the joy of music to life. We joined hands with Catholic schools all across Aotearoa to make a real, lasting
difference for our brothers and sisters in Tonga. Every single coin truly counts!

Wishing You a Blessed Holiday
As we head into the break, we want to say a massive thank you to our wonderful school families for
your ongoing support.  May you all have a beautiful, restful, and blessed holiday with your loved ones.
As our students have beautifully demonstrated all term, let’s go into the holidays remembering that
faith with compassion is everything.

Blessings,
Amie-Lee (DRS)

Six of our year 3-4 students from Mangatawa, proudly represented Suzanne Aubert at the
Tauranga Regional Chess Competition at St Marys recently.  The boys showed great focus,
determination, and sportsmanship throughout the day, competing against students from schools
across the region. Along the way they learned a few new rules, gained valuable experience, and
most importantly had lots of fun challenging themselves at a higher level of competition. We are
incredibly proud of how well they all played and represented our school. We look forward to seeing
them build on their skills and return even stronger next year!  Well done, boys!

TAURANGA REGIONAL CHESS COMPETITION



In week 10 we hosted our Learning Celebration to share the wonderful learning that our tamariki
have been engaged in throughout the term as part of our 'Nature's Medicine' inquiry. Our learners
have explored the many benefits of native plants and how they can be used in herbal rongoā
(medicines). Suzanne Aubert herself was a champion of rongoā practice and developed her own
range to support the health and healing of the local and global community. This inquiry
demonstrated our school value of 'Curiosity' and integrated across the curriculum. The learners
shared their procedure writing, creative writing, maths problems, scientific investigations, artwork
and we got to sample the kawakawa tea and kawakawa balm made especially by the students! We
also shared some yummy Matariki Winter Soup made from the produce in our school's edible
gardens. In our schoolwide gathering, we were also treated to a beautiful performance by the Kapa
Haka Rōpu.

Thank you to our learners for the way you engaged and shared your learning - we are very proud of
you all. Thank you also to our parents and whānau for joining the celebration - it was awesome to
see so many of you supporting our tamariki in their learning.

LEARNING CELEBRATION - NATURE’S MEDICINE



Our Garden Glow Disco lthis term was a huge success! The Pompallier Centre was buzzing as our
tamariki — and quite a few parents too — arrived dressed in their amazing garden and glow-themed
outfits.  The dance floor was pumping with beats from our resident DJ, Aimz, and it was fantastic to
see so many children having such a great time and showing off their awesome dance moves.

A huge thank you to our Aubert Whānau Group, especially Sammy and Addi, for all the hard work in
organising such a fun and memorable event. 

We also extend our sincere thanks to all of our generous sponsors:
✨Estelle Johnson and Lou Vockins - Ray White
✨New World The Sands
✨Amy’s Face Painting 
✨ Dr Bugs Popcorn
✨ Four Square Papamoa
✨ Coffeecup Cart

What a great night of community, fun, and glowing memories!

GARDEN GLOW DISCO 



Year 0 Girls
Frankie 

Maya 
Rebecca 

Year 1 Girls 
Ayla
Billie

Maddie

Year 2 Girls
Taya

Penelope
Effie

Year 3 Girls
Becky
Edie

Brooklyn

Year 4 Girls 
Everly

Florence 
Alyssa

Year 5 Girls
Zoey
Lucy

Monroe

Year 6 Girls
Kayley
Lauren
Sadie

Year 0 Boys
Ethan T

Noah
Ethan V

Year 1 Boys
Davi
Titan
Lucas

Year 2 Boys
Jack
John 

Brayden

Year 3 Boys
Hugo

Ruairidh
William

Year 4 Boys 
Liam
Beau
Harry

Year 5 Boys
Adam
Lachy
Ezra

Year 6 Boys
Harry
Brax
Kahn

SCHOOLWIDE CROSS COUNTRY
The sun was shining for our school cross country which was held at the Wairakei reserve on
Wednesday 27 May. Our tamariki had all been training hard for the cross country as part of our PE
curriculum and it was awesome to see them giving it their all and showing our 7 Cs. It was also
wonderful to see our learners cheering their peers on and really getting into the spirit of the event.
Thank you to Mr Piermarini for organising such a great event, all of the parent volunteers and helpers
who helped out with setting up, marshalling and cheering on the runners and the Aubert Whānau
group for running the well needed sausage sizzle after the races. The sausage sizzle was once again a
massive hit with the tamariki after their big run! Thank you to everyone for supporting this
fundraiser! A big big thank you also to Estelle Johnson - Ray White Papamoa for donating the
sausages and bread and supporting our school Community! 

Congratulations to all our Place Getters Below:

https://www.facebook.com/estellejohnsonrealestate?__cft__[0]=AZZRQ72oNFjEMeWYVTH_EA4N1wJS6NdNhbrWCe3vPMk_Zs5rfJIne1TxYtxQCSTaoJ9FRqcsSE_1FV3MgpjPRx0VcfUSAq3sCCNj_ZdYuQ9Hy-uXHB7ibJje6f3JBz61PdZQ_opaUSMcEkgeJSocZQ5xP0yU-O6nupTu4L-OpQW48eXajU4qlRFz2mkQrjr89As&__tn__=-]K-R


SPORTS UPDATE

GYMNASTICS SUCCESS

The annual Basketball World Cup for years 3-4 and 5-6 students
was recently held at Mercury Bay Park arena.  Both the SACS Celtics
(year 3-4) and SACS Breakers (year 5-6) took part.  This is a great day
of basketball, where teams compete against other local primary
schools. Each team is assigned a different country to represent and
they then dress up in the colours of that team.  This year our Year 3-
4 team were China and our Year 5-6 team were Italy.  Team
Manager Jan, sums up the SACS Breakers experience below:

Future Forward Sports

Congratulations to Esmée and Penelope who
represented Suzanne Aubert at the School
Gymnastics Festival on Friday.  Competing in Step 2,
Penelope placed first and Esmée placed second.  

 Penelope also competed in the the recent Women’s
Artistic Gymnastics (WAG) Step 2 competition,
placing 3rd in Uneven Bars, and ended up finishing
3rd Overall.

It was a fantastic showing from the team. We kicked things off strong with two dominant wins over
Matapihi and Fairhaven. Our third game against St. Mary’s was an absolute battle. We initially took
the win by a single point, but a later overturned decision forced a shootout 45 minutes after the
buzzer, which unfortunately didn't go our way. The boys channelled that frustration perfectly,
bouncing back with a massive 42-0 win over Pyes Pa, before wrapping up pool play with a tough 18-
8 loss to Bethlehem School (the eventual tournament winners). With only the top team advancing,
our final two matches became consolation games. The boys fought back hard from a deficit
against Mount Maunganui, just missing out by 2 points, and finished the long day strong with a big
win over Omanu. 
The Big Picture - It was a grueling day with the turbo ball format, and the team were
understandably knackered. However, the real value was getting quality court time and measuring
ourselves against top-tier teams.

CROSS COUNTRY CLUSTERS 
After placing in the top 5 of their year level at our school cross country, a group of our year 4, 5
and 6 students competed in the Papamoa Cluster Cross Country on Tuesday 3 June.  Our
tamariki showed a lot of courage competing against the top 5 runners in their year level from
each of the other local primary schools.  There were some great results on the day with a
particular mention of Harry, Beau and Lachy.  Beau placed 4  in the year 4 boys, Lachy was 5  in
the year 5 boys and Harry managed to stave off the opposition to win the Year 6 Boys event.  
They went on to compete at the Western Bay Cross Country Clusters on 16 June where Harry did
amazingly well, coming in 4  place.  

th th
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YEAR 1-2 FUNKY FUN DAY
Last week, our Year 1 and 2 learners from Hikurangi attended the Funky Fun Day at Mercury Arena, a
non-competitive event focused on active participation, teamwork, and trying new sports. Our young
students made us so proud demonstrating our 7Cs in action by being collaborative and connected
with peers from other schools, curious as they explored new activities, and courageous in giving
every challenge their best effort. The children had so much fun rotating through an action-packed
range of activities—including balloon badminton, ten-pin bowling, floorball, football, team relays,
and an active play zone—before wrapping up the day with some closely contested tug-of-war
challenges. Thank you to the wonderful parents who volunteered their time to assist with transport,
provide supervision, and cheer on our teams with such enthusiasm!



YEAR 3 - 4 FUNKY FUN DAY
Our Year 3 and 4 learners from Mangatawa also had the opportunity to participate in Funky Fun Day
at Mercury arena.   They had a great day competing In teams of 10 against three against three other
local primary schools - Pongakawa, Otamarakau and ACG. Our learners showed outstanding
sportsmanship and demonstrated our core values by being collaborative, compassionate, and brave
enough to try out some brand-new sports.

A massive thank you to all the wonderful parents who helped with transport and supervision. We
could not do these events without you!



KEY DATES
DATES EVENTS

Monday 20 July First Day of Term 3

Wed 22 - Fri 24 July School Production Main Cast Auditions (Year 4-6 only)

Thurs 23 - Fri 24 July Kids Can Ride (Year 5 - 6)

Tues 28 July Learning Conferences Day 1 (1pm - 6.30pm)

Wed 29 July Board Meeting at 5:30pm

Friday 31 July Grandparents and Grand Friends Day at 11am

Tues 4 August Learning Conferences Day 2 (3pm - 6.00pm)

Monday 17 August Aquinas Interviews (onsite in the afternoon) - Year 6

Friday 21 August Bingo Night in the Pompallier Centre

Wednesday 26 August Winter Tournament - Year 5 - 6 (Postponement 28 August)

Wednesday 26 August Community Consultation Event (5.30 - 7.30pm) More details to come

Thursday 27 August Suzanne Aubert Year 5-6 Speech Finals

Wednesday 2 September Speech Clusters Competition at Suzanne Aubert

Friday 4 September TEACHER ONLY DAY - School is closed

Wed 9 September Board Meeting 

Friday 25 September Last Day of Term 3

Tues 27-Thu 29 October School Production Performance ‘The Legacy of Suzanne Aubert’

TERM 3 2026

Over the weekend, a number of our tamariki performed in Diamond Studio’s major dance Show.   
Students from year 2 through to year 6 were involved, with a couple of our girls being involved in
dancing 8 - 10 dances.  It was a fabulous display of talent and our Suzanne Aubert dancers all
participated positively and encouraged their peers along the way. We are eally proud of them all!

DANCE PERFORMANCE



Aubert Authors!

ANNIE WEEDS (YEAR 1)
I went to Zoe’s house and saw her 

cat Milly Moo.

KOROMIKO  
HAVANA MILLS (YEAR 4)



HARAKEKE
EZRA BADENHORST (YEAR 5)

Smooth, soft and good smelling. That’s me, a harakeke plant living in
the quiet shady bush of the ngahere.  I am pretty common but I have
amanzing healing powers! If a human applies my cool, sticky gel to
their cuts, the pain will fade and it will heal much quicker.  

Normally, there are no humans walking around, but today might be
different. “Guys we have a visitor” I called to the other plants through
the mushrooms. “You deal with him, we want to get some sleep!” they
replied. The little girl coming up was walking so slowly and was
covered in cuts. I need to get her attention so I can help her,” I
thought.  Suddenly, without thinking I gave off the sweet smell of my
nectar which amazingly attracted her. My plan worked! She was still
covered in cuts but she came sprinting down the track and she smelt
my flowers. 

Aubert Authors!

At this moment, since the girl with
the brown hair was happy, I put one
of my leaves on her cut as if offering it
to her. She saw what I was trying to
do and she put the gel from my
leaves into the deep, thick cuts that
covered her.  The gel showered on her
body and soon the pain in her was
gone, just as I had planned. After that
the mauri (life force) changed
between both humans and plants, so
now everbody respected the ngahere.  
Everyone is happy now just because
of one act that I performed! This
shows that one act of kindness can
make a big difference between two
different kinds like plants and
animals. 





SIGN UP FOR
2026 NOW

Find out more:

021-182-8185

Guitar
&

Drum
Lessons

Limited Spots Available
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