
Tena koutou katoa whānau. Nau mai, haere mai ki te Hata Meri Hōhepa - te Kura Katorika o Papamoa.
It is a blessing to be serving you as Tumuaki at the end of what has been another incredible year of
learning at Suzanne Aubert Catholic School. I am humbled and proud to see a learning community
that has continued to grow significantly this year and embodies the compassionate spirit of Mother
Aubert. Almost 4 years ago, we opened our school with 80 students. We will finish this year with 201
learners. In 2025, we will continue to grow towards our capped roll of 250 as recently approved by the
Ministry of Education. I believe Meri Hōhepa would be proud to see the legacy of her mission
reimagined as a flourishing Catholic Primary School in Papamoa. We are blessed to honour her name
as the patron of our kura. We see the Aubert Charism as a unique and special kaupapa for living,
learning and faith in action in our school community.

HIGHLIGHTS
It has been an exciting and rewarding year that has brought many successes and celebrations. Some
key personal highlights have been:

Seeing the Catholic Charism of Suzanne Aubert be brought to life through our RE learning, prayer
programme, Masses and liturgical events such as the Holy Week dramatisations and our recent
Nativity Play. This was acknowledged in our very positive Catholic Character Review earlier this year.
The building of relationships and sharing in celebrations with our school parents and whānau at
different occasions throughout the year including our Whanaungatanga BBQ, Grandparents’ Day
and ‘Weaving our World’ Learning Celebration.
Seeing the 7Cs enacted through the words and actions of our tamariki and our school learning
programmes that continue to promote collaboration, creativity and curiosity
The value of compassion becoming embedded in our school culture through outreach and regular
service projects with Caritas and St Vincent de Paul
The support for Sunday morning Parish Masses at school and seeing many of our learners receive
the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist throughout the year.
A leadership redesign which has established Mr P in his role as Deputy Principal, Ms Waddel as
Assistant Principal, Mrs Mills as DRS and Mrs Pachoud as Kaiarahi. Thanks to the leadership team
for the wonderful support and dedication this year.
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Watching our tamariki grow in confidence in performing arts through choir performances at the
Tauranga Music Festival, dancing at the Fresh Moves festival, achieving success in the Papamoa’s
Got Talent competition, Fuse Bucket Drumming and the many opportunities through our music
education specialisation with Mrs James.
The professional learning, insights and experience gained from my recent Study Tour to Australia
and the UK was another wonderful highlight.
Implementing the Te Puna Reo program for the first time this year to support daily explicit
instruction of Te Reo Maori and tikanga has had a great impact on learning.
The Aubert athletes that have competed with courage in local competitions including athletics,
cross country, Rippa Rugby, Touch Rugby, Netball, Basketball, Flippaball, Soccer, Swimming,
Chess, Surfing, Gymnastics and Tennis.
Experiencing the Charism and wairua of Suzanne Aubert through our staff hikoi to the National
Catholic Education Convention in Wellington was a special time together as a team.
Exploring the science of learning and the pedagogy that underpins the refreshed New Zealand
Curriculum (Te Mataiaho) which will be implemented in our school next year.
Employing our very first Caretaker-Kaitiaki Les Hoeta who works incredibly hard to create a safe
and inviting learning environment for our community.
The continued dedication of our rebranded Aubert Whānau Group and their commitment in
managing many successful fundraising events throughout the year including Movie Night, Trivia
Night, Disco, Advent Market, Whānau Football Tournament and of course our recent Colour Fun
Run which raised a whopping $24,000!
The swift construction of our third learning hub which is due to be completed in March next year.
We also look forward to the development of our multi purpose hall space later next year. Many
thanks to Greg Dickey and the team from Watts and Hughes for your commitment and quality
craftsmanship.
We have had a continued partnership with Nina from PIPS and the establishment of our school
orchard grove this year which saw the community plant 40 fruit trees together
Our tamariki demonstrating great courage and connectedness through opportunities for
education outside the classroom including senior camp, wetlands visits, art gallery, beach safety
and recently visiting our local aged care home.
And lastly, completing the building of Stage 1 of our senior playground which our foundation
learners designed which has been a very popular place during play times and weekends.

THANK YOUS
It has been another positive year of making history and leaving a legacy as the Suzane Aubert
learning community. I am grateful for the wisdom, dedication, support and generosity of all the
following people who have helped to make 2024 so memorable:

To Rodney Phillips and our School Board: Thank you for your collaboration, strategic vision and
commitment in the governance of our school. We are blessed to have such a supportive team
with a wide range of expertise to continue to govern our school in the future.
To my leadership team, our teaching team and support staff: Thank you for your dedication,
creativity, flexibility and collaboration throughout 2024. It has been an awesome year with plenty
of memorable moments and I am so incredibly proud of the way we have continued to build a
positive learning-focused culture in our school.



To Father Eamon and Father Phillip: Thank you for your prayers, faith leadership and continuing to
support liturgy in our school. It is special to see our connections with the All Saints by the Sea
Parish being strengthened through weekly Mass and liturgies.
To our Aubert Whānau Group: Thank you for your commitment and investment in organising so
many great fundraising events this year. Your ongoing support will go a long way towards
creating exciting learning opportunities for our ākonga. 
To our parents and whānau: Thank you for your unconditional support, generosity and partnership
throughout the year in the learning of your tamariki. I am encouraged by our school families and
your willingness to volunteer as sponsors, coaches, managers, classroom support, supervision,
transport for events and helping whenever you see a need.
To our learners: Thank you for the way you engage in learning in our school and embrace the
Charism of Suzanne Aubert. As a Principal, it is rewarding to see you all grow in your learning and
demonstrate the 7C’s in your words, actions and play.
To our Year 5 learners who will become our Year 6 kaiarahi next year: You have had awesome Year
6 role models this year to forge a path for you as leaders in 2025. We look forward to your
leadership and courage as you step into your new positions next year.
Finally, to our Year 6 learners who are graduating: Congratulations on reaching the end of a
memorable year and the closing chapter of your time at Suzanne Aubert! I’m sure you will be
experiencing a range of emotions at the moment: Sad to be leaving our school, nervous about
starting a new school and excited about making new friends and connections in 2025. On behalf
of the staff and school community, I would like to thank you for the way you have led with
compassion, courage and collaboration as our Year 6 kaiarahi and the way you have made the
most of your learning opportunities at Suzanne Aubert. We will miss you all. May God bless each
one of you as you begin the next chapter in your learning journey at College next year.

I would like to leave you with a quote from our patron Suzanne Aubert which reminds us of the
importance of living a life compassion. This is an important reminder as we prepare for the coming of
Christ this Christmas:

“Let us always be filled with Compassion:
Let us give ourselves to the blind to help them see

To the lame to help them walk
To the fallen to help them rise again

To him who has no faith to help him believe
To those who have hatred in their hearts to help them love”

On behalf of the Suzanne Aubert team, we wish you all a blessed Christmas and joyful new year. We
look forward to returning to our learning community next year and reconnecting with you all again in
what is going to be an exciting and memorable 2025 at Suzanne Aubert Catholic School.
Anthony Mills (Principal - Tumuaki)



Our Final Celebration Hui and Liturgy was held at the Golden Sands Baptist Church on Tuesday. It
was a joyful celebration of learning and achievement for 2024. We acknowledged those learners who
received Aubert Awards for demonstrating our school vision of 'Engage, Inspire and Empower
through Christ'. We celebrated the graduation of our Year 6 learners who received a blessing from
Father Eamon and had a memories video played. Our Year 5 learners received the candle of
leadership as our new kaiarahi leaders for 2025 and we were also treated to a wide variety of talented
performances by our school choir, Fuse drummers, and Aubert’s Got Talent finalists Zoey Braithwaite
and Mikey Francis. We also farewelled seven of our foundation families. Congratulations to all our
award recipients and thank you to our parents, whānau and school community for supporting this
special celebration.

CHRISTLIKE AWARD FOR
FAITH LEADERSHIP
For the learners that

demonstrate special Catholic
Character through faith

leadership 
(L-R) Effie, Hilaria, Kylie,
Arden, Benji, Sieni, Nelle

END OF YEAR CELEBRATION HUI, GRADUATION AND PRIZE GIVING

EMPOWER AWARD FOR
SERVICE AND COMPASSION
For the learners that demonstrate

compassion and servant leadership
in the spirit of Suzanne Aubert
(L-R) Isabel, Delilah, Brooklyn,

Geovana, Lucy, Elijah, 
Brooke, Sophie

ENGAGE AWARD FOR LEARNING
ATTITUDE AND PROGRESS
For learners that demonstrate

progress, agency, growth mindset
and a positive attitude towards

learning 
(L-R) Gwen, Braxton, William,

Everly, Isla, Maddy, 
Tui-May, Jesse

INSPIRE AWARD FOR
LEARNING ACHIEVEMENT

For the learners that
demonstrate excellence and

achievement in their learning
(L-R) Orlando, Luhan,

Alexander, Zoey, Clay, 
Jayden, Katie



AUBERT KIDSAUBERT KIDS

Billie, Pedro, Tristan Riley, William Ella, Aria, Hailie

Lewis, Elijah, Romeo

Christ-like

Connected

CollaborativeCompassionate

CourageousCreative

Curious

Congratulations to our recent Aubert Kid Award winners.   These learners have demonstrated our
7 C's (Principles for Living and Learning) in their learning and friendships.  

Geneva

As a reward for their achievements, they were treated to a Christmas themed morning tea in the
staffroom with our staff. Those who missed out will be included in our Term 1 morning tea.



ADVENT
A Season of Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy

As we journey through the Advent season, let us
reflect on the four beautiful themes that guide
us towards Christmas:

Hope: A beacon of light in the darkness, hope
reminds us that even in the darkest of times,
there is always something to look forward to.

Peace: A gift that transcends all boundaries,
peace invites us to cultivate harmony and
understanding in our hearts and in our world. 

Love: The greatest gift of all, love fills our lives
with warmth and compassion, inspiring us to
care for others.

Joy: The joy of Christmas fills our hearts with
happiness and gratitude, reminding us to
cherish the simple pleasures of life.

May this Advent season bring you peace, joy, and
hope. Let us embrace these themes and share
them with others. 

Advent Giving Tree
We are so humbled by the generosity of our
school community. The many gifts donated to
our Giving Tree will bring joy to families in need
this Christmas. A big thank you to everyone who
has contributed. St Vincent de Paul collected the
gifts on Wednesday.

Special Catholic Character
A Message from our Director of Religious Studies

Explore at Home:
Prayer and Witness Challenge
In this week's prayer and witness challenge we
explore the Advent week of Peace and the
meaning behind having time to get ourselves
ready for the joyful season of Christmas.

As we countdown to Christmas, we’ve been
learning about the stories in the Old Testament
that led up to the birth of Jesus through our
Jesse Tree. We’ve been inspired by the stories of
hope, courage, and faith.  Supporting this theme,
this Advent the Strawbridge family have been
making pottery Jesse Tree hanging's to match
the scriptures. These are very creative! The
meaning behind this is explained below.

“This year, to celebrate Advent we made Jesse
Tree ornaments so that our family could more
intentionally contemplate the “waiting” that is a
part of this season leading up to Christmas. We
often get caught up with the excitement of
Christmas and want to rush into that part
straight away. You can use any passages from
the bible, any symbols and significant people
and stories to journey through the bible all the
way to the Christmas story. We have done a
short reading from the bible, talked about it in a
way that each of us as a family can connect with
and then hung an ornament with the symbol
that represents that story, such as Adam and
Eve, the serpent in the garden, the Ark and the
great flood and so on. This has been a lovely way
for the kids to connect all of these stories to God's
beautiful plan and promise for the world…Jesus.”



TERM DATES
Term 1 Monday 3 February - Whanaungatanga Day

Term 1 Tuesday 4th February - First Day & Mihi Whakatau for new learners 

Term 1 Tuesday 4 February - Friday 11 April

Term 2 Monday 28 April - Friday 27 June

Term 3 Monday 14 July - Friday 19 September

Term 4 Monday 6 October - Wednesday 17 December

TERM DATES 2025

Farewell To ourFarewell To our
Year 6 LearnersYear 6 Learners

We will miss you!We will miss you!



Congratulations to our 2024 Athletics Champions. These children scored the most points over all
athletics events, both in track and field at our recent athletics day.

YEAR 3 YEAR 4

YEAR 5 YEAR 6

ATHLETICS CHAMPIONS

ZOEY PADDY KAYLEY BRAX

SIENI JACOB DOMENICORYLAND

PAPAMOA BEACH METLIFE CARE VILLAGE VISIT
Our Hikurangi students had a wonderful time last week when each class visited Papamoa Beach
Metlife Care Village. They sang and read stories to the residents, bringing smiles and joy to
everyone. It was a heart-warming experience to see the residents singing along and tapping their
feet. They loved the bookmarks and cards that the children had made. We were grateful for the
opportunity to spread holiday cheer and make a positive impact on our community. Thank you so
much to all our wonderful parents who provided transport. We are very appreciative. A special
thank you to Mrs James and Mrs Wilton for supporting us with music and singing practices.



The AubertThe Aubert
WHĀNAU GroupWHĀNAU Group

What a busy year it has been for our Aubert Whānau group. Pizza Days, Sausage Sizzles, a School
Disco, an inaugural school Fun Colour Run and even some events for the parents, including a Quiz
Night in term 3 and a Parent Soccer game in term 4. There has been something for everyone. We
finished the year off with our annual Advent Twilight Gala last Thursday, which despite the rain was a
big success.   A highlight of the year was having stage one of our senior playground built and we look
forward to completing stage 2 in 2025.  We are extremely grateful for our hardworking group of
parents in the Aubert Whānau Group and can’t wait to see what exciting events they have in store for
us next year. If you are interested in joining this awesome group for 2025, please get in touch with
Maria in the office.

ADVENT TWILIGHT GALA
Our annual Advent Twilight Gala was held on Thursday 12 December. Unfortunately it rained most of
the day, however, as if by magic, the clouds parted at 3pm, revealing a clear sky just in time for the
festivities to begin! The event was a resounding success, with our tamariki selling their wonderful
crafts, baking and other treats, along with organising some fun games for everyone to play. Other
activities included face painting, a book stall, a bake stall and the option to buy dinner from the various
food trucks on offer.  One highlight was the Guess the Teacher competition which proved to be a both
a crowd-pleaser and a difficult task. Thanks to all those who worked so hard to make this event such a
great success.



A MESSAGE FROM OUR SUZANNE AUBERT BOARD

Dear Parents and Caregivers,
 
As we approach the end of Term 4, the Board want to take a moment to reflect on the contributions
from our amazing teachers and PTFA. The school gala was a tremendous success, bringing together
our community for a wonderful evening. Thank you to everyone who contributed their time and
energy to make it such a memorable event.
 
I am pleased to share updates from the Board of Trustees, highlighting some key developments and
decisions that will shape the future of our school. Here are the main points of discussion and
progress:
 
2025 School Budget Approved
The Board approved the school budget for the 2025 academic year. This comprehensive budget
reflects our commitment to providing high-quality education and ensuring the financial stability of
the school. The focus of this year’s budget was resources for learning support teachers. Learning
support teachers play a key role in helping students learn and thrive. This can be assisting a small
group of students on academic, social, or behavioural needs. 
 
Schoolwide Attendance
The Board discussed the increasing trend of absences during school time and the significant impact
this is having on our children’s learning. Regular attendance is crucial for academic success, and
extended absences can disrupt students’ learning progress and social development. We encourage
families to prioritise school attendance and reach out if support is needed to address any challenges
that may affect regular participation.
 
New Mathematics Curriculum Update
The Board received an update regarding the introduction of the new mathematics curriculum next
year. This initiative is designed to enhance our students' learning experiences and align with best
practices in mathematics education. Teachers are already engaging in professional development to
prepare for the curriculum rollout, ensuring a seamless transition for our students.
 
International Study Tour Insights
Anthony, our Principal, and Kevin, our Deputy Principal, presented their insights from a recent
international study tour. They shared valuable learnings about innovative educational strategies and
how these can inform our school's strategic direction. Their experiences will guide us as we strive to
adopt global best practices and further enrich our students' educational journey.
 
We thank you for your continued support. If you have any questions or would like to discuss these
updates further, please don’t hesitate to reach out.
 
The Board wishes you all a Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays. We look forward to reconnecting in
the New Year.
 
Amanda Graham 
On Behalf of the Board Of Trustees

Warm regards,
 
Amanda Graham 
Board Member (Parent Elected)

Board ShortsBoard Shorts



SPORTS UPDATE 
It has been a busy term of sports for our Suzanne Aubert tamariki.  We have had 8 teams playing in
the local Rippa Rugby competition, both a Year 3-4 and a Year 5-6 team playing Touch Rugby and for
the first time ever, we have had two teams representing our school in Flippa Ball.  We also held our
School Athletics Day early in November where we had a large number of our year 5 and 6 learners
qualify for the Papamoa Athletics Clusters and then five again qualify for the Western Bay of Plenty
Athletics Clusters.  

Our year 3 and 4 learners in Whānau Newlands and Whānau Mills had a great day out at the
Papamoa Surf Club learning about water safety and Whānau Moolman and Whānau Waddel spent
two days learning all about Cycle Safety through the Kids Can Ride programme.  

WBoP Primary School 
Surfing Competition

Omanu provided sunny skies, perfect one
metre waves and clean conditions on Friday
6 December for the Western Bay of Plenty
Primary Schools Surfing Competition.  

Competing against U9 surfers from local
primary schools, Sieni managed a win in
both her preliminary heats and then in the
final to qualify as the winner of the U9 Girls
Division. Congratulations Sieni!

CELEBRATIONS
Shining Bright on Stage

A few weeks ago, a group of our talented
dancers took the stage with The Academy
Dance School in the stunning production of
"Second Star to the Right." After a week of
intense rehearsals and three back-to-back
performances, our dancers shone brightly. We
are incredibly proud of their dedication, hard
work, and amazing performances. Well done to
all involved! 

SACS STINGRAYS
YEAR 5-6 FLIPPA BALL

SACS STORMERS
YEAR 5-6 RIPPA RUGBY

SACS HIGHLANDERS
YEAR 1-2 RIPPA RUGBY



CARITAS YCC DAY - PYJAMA PARTY!

Metlife Care Village Violet McPoland (Year 2) Today we went to the retirement village.
We sang to them. My one held her card up like it was a golden ticket. She had a very bis

smile on her face,
Metlife Care Village Violet McPoland (Year 2) Today we went to the retirement village.

We sang to them. My one held her card up like it was a golden ticket. She had a very bis
smile on her face,

Aubert Authors!

METLIFE CARE VILLAGE VISIT
Violet McPoland (Year 2)

Today we went to the retirement village.
We sang to them. My one held her card up
like it was a golden ticket. She had a very
bis smile on her face.

DREAM HOUSE FOR SALE
Joseph Cartwright (Year 5) 

Do you want sports or even a port? We got you!
As you walk in you will be amazed by the floor panels seemingly
reaching to the end of the world. As you look to your right you will
see a beautiful long hallway that's beautiful every side you look
left, right, left, right eventually you find a stairway with another
to its left, you go down the one on your right and you see a home
cinema but not any home cinema the best in the world!!

Next to it is the luxurious and beautiful gaming room with 7 PS5s,
7 Xbox series Xs and the worlds best Nintendo switches and VR
headsets in the world. Back in the other stairway is a topnotch
airsoft arena. Down in the backyard is a massive outdoor arena
with a movable roof. Inside is a state of the art 5G movable
Football pitch with a Hockey rink under it.

There's a massive pool and a port where the
world's best boats are docked. Next is the
bedrooms which have features that you could
only dream of! 

That's all for a price of 300 million dollars! 



Finishing a successful year in the school garden 
Blog by Nina Henderson (PiPS)

Where has the time gone in Term 4? It’s our busiest season in the school garden, and as the school
year draws to a close, we’ve been working hard to finish everything up.   We’ve been discovering some
of the last winter vegetables like cabbages and broad beans. The tamariki love peeling broad beans—
it’s such a calming activity. They enjoy exploring the size of the beans, counting them, and packing
them into zip-lock bags for future cooking in the staff kitchen

We’ve also had an abundance of calendula flowers in a variety of vibrant colours. The tamariki have
been picking bunches to take home, and we’ve saved plenty of seeds for next year. It’s such a valuable
lesson for the kids to learn that once we grow something in the garden, we can let it go to seed,
harvest it, and plant it again—continuing the never-ending cycle of giving and receiving from the
garden.

With our orchard grove now in place, we’ve been learning about the importance of bees and their role
in pollinating our fruit trees. We were fortunate to have a visit from Natalie of Seaside Bees, a
beekeeper who shared her expertise with us. The tamariki were fascinated by her equipment and her
stories. Some even got to try on a beekeeper suit, touch and smell beeswax, and learn about the many
jobs bees do. Afterward, we went out to the sensory garden to observe the bees in action, busy among
the lavender plants.

A lot of attention has gone into our orchard grove, especially with this dry spring. Young trees need
plenty of water, so it’s been a big task for the tamariki to carry watering cans and buckets to ensure
each tree gets enough moisture. They’ve quickly learned that water is heavy! To support our fruit trees,
we’ve also planted seeds of flowers and herbs around their bases. Most of the trees are looking healthy,
although a few have minor fungal diseases that we’ll treat in winter. Thankfully, none of the trees have
failed, which is a promising sign.

To prepare the orchard grove for the long summer holidays, we added an extra layer of mulch around
each tree to help keep the roots cool and moist. We’re excited to be receiving rainwater tanks,
generously sponsored by Tauranga City Council. This new project, set to begin in Term 1 of 2025, will
see the tanks installed off the caretaker’s shed. It’s a wonderful opportunity for the tamariki to learn
about collecting rainwater—a free and natural resource—especially when I explain that tap water
comes at a cost to the school.

Of course, hard-working gardeners deserve a treat! On my last gardening day with the Year 6
students, who are moving on to their next adventure, we worked together to mulch the trees,
finishing the job in no time. We celebrated with a refreshing ice block, a well-earned reward.

We’ve also had an abundance of calendula flowers in a
variety of vibrant colours. The tamariki have been picking
bunches to take home, and we’ve saved plenty of seeds for
next year. It’s such a valuable lesson for the kids to learn that
once we grow something in the garden, we can let it go to
seed, harvest it, and plant it again—continuing the never-
ending cycle of giving and receiving from the garden.



Dive into excellence with Fulton Swim School! Equip your child with the skills to become a confident
and safe swimmer this Summer. Our expert Teachers nurture a love for swimming while focusing on
essential techniques in a supportive environment. Join us and watch your child make waves towards a
safer and brighter summer ahead!  Book now at https://portal.iclasspro.com/fsspapamoa/dashboard 



Times available: Monday - Friday, 9am - 1pm
during the summer holidays  
Duration: 4 hours
Price: $99 per day or $395 per week (Save $100!).
Bookings made before the 1st January 2023 can
also use the promo code Party10 to receive a 10%
discount.

During the New Zealand summer holidays, we
will be running kid-specific surf camps. Kids are
taught water safety and great foundational
surfing skills from our internationally qualified
instructors. Instructors also have lifeguard and
first aid qualifications. These camps are very
popular and we recommend booking in advance.
Students will be in a small group of just 4-6 kids
per instructor to ensure personalized instruction.

Parents, you are welcome to stay and watch your
child surf, cheer and take photos, or feel free to
take advantage of this time to grab a coffee with
friends, check out the shops in town, or relax on
the beach. Your kids will be well looked after,
burn off some energy, have lots of fun and learn
valuable ocean and surfing skills.


